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1251 


To  the  Mayor  3 Alclernen  and  Councillors  s 


Mr,  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  your  Borough  for  the  year  ending  31st  Decenter, 
1951 » Your  late  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  L .E , Dickson,  retired 
at  the  end  of  the  year  after  holding  the  post  for  more  than 
forty  years  and  has  since  then  died. 

The  statistics  relating  to  the  Putlic  Health  of  the 
Borough  are  satisfactory  and  attention  nay  te  drawn  to  the 
fact  that  there  were  no  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  in  the  town  during  the  year.  The  Infantile  Mortality 
Rat^c  is  therefore  NIL  as  compared  with  a rate  of  29.6  for 
the  whole  country.  There  were  no  Puerperal  Deaths. 

There  was  no  serious  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease 
in  the  town  and  no  deaths  from  any  such  disease  took  place. 

The  shortage  of  houses  continues,  tut  62  houses  v/ere 
completed  during  the  year  and  3^1*  were  under  construction  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  Of  these  totals,  52  and  27  were 
Goujicil  Houses.  The  Council  now  own  334  houses  or  17%  of 
the  total  nuiater  in  the  Borough.  A serious  protlem  also 
is  the  gradual  deterioration  of  so  rrany  of  the  older  houses. 
Many  of  those  are  tecoming  more  and  more  unfit  each  year 
and^so  far  very  little  has  teen  done  to  improve  such  houses. 
It  is  otvious  that  a new  National  Policy  will  have  to  te 
formulated  to  deal  with  this  matter. 

Plans  for  new  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  have 
teen  prepared  ty  the  Council's  Engineers  and  sutmittod.  to 
the  Ministry  for  approval.  It  is  to  te  hoped  that  approval 
■will  te  forthcoming,  so  that  work  may  te  coixienced  on  this 
scheme  as  soon  as  possitle. 

I would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Morgans  for  his  assistance 
in  preparing  some  of  the  Sections  of  the  Report, 


I have  the  honour  to  te. 

Your  otedient  Servant, 


JAPIES  L.  GREGORY 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Bridgnorth , 


Sep  temt  e r . 1952. 
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DOROUGPI  OF  BRIDGNORTH 


VITiX  ST.xTI^TICS  - 19^1 


Live  Births  - 

Legitinate 

Illegitina te 

Birth-rate  aer  1.000  of  aoDulation 

Total 

9S 

4 

= 16.5 

M.  F. 

fl  ^7 

2 2 

Still  Births  - 

Legitimate 

3 

2 1 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Still-tirth  rate  aer  1,000  total  tirths  = 37 

.7 

Deaths  - 

99 

te  57 

Death-rate  aer  1,000  of  aoaulation 

= 16.07 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  - 

Nru-iter 

i^OOo'^  total 

tirths 

(a)'  From  Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

(t)  From  other  Puerperal  Causes 

Nil 

- 

Total 

Nil 

- 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 

Nui'-iter 

Rate  aer 
1,000  total 
tirths 

(a)  Legitimate  children  per  1,000 

live  legitimate  tirths 

Nil 

- 

(t)  Illegitimate  children  per 

1,000  live  illegitimate  tirths 

Nil 

- 

(c)  411  children  per  1,000  total 

live  tirths 

Nil 

- 

Deaths  from  - 

Numter 

Cancer 

19 

Measles 

- 

Whooping  Cough  • 

Tuterculosis  - 

— 

Pulmonary 

4 

Non- pulmonary 

- 

The  'corrected'  fi^ui’es  for  Birth-rate  and  Death-rato  are 
as  follows  - 

Birth-rato  (corrected)  = 17 •!  por  IjOOO  of 

population. 

Death-rate  (corrected)  = 13*^  per  1,000  of 

population. 

The  corresponding  rates  for  the  whole  country  were  - 
Birth-rate  = 15 *5  per  1,000. 

Death-rate  = 12.5  per  1,000 
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SECTION  A„ 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CQNOITTQNS 

general  statistics 


•Area  (in  acres)  . 2,645 

Registrar-General's  estinate  of  the 

population  as  at  nid-1951*  6,158 

Nui'.iter  of  Inhatited  Houses,  13942 

Rateatle  Value  of  the  District,  £32,394 
Estinated  product  of  Id.  Rate.  £122.  11s. 


9d. 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  ST..TISTICS 


Births  and  Dirth-Ratos. 

A total  of  102  Births  vjere  registered  during  the 
year  anc  of  these  98  wore  logitiuate  and  4 illegit- 
inato.  The  'crude'  Birth-rate  is  therefore  l6.5 
tut  when  corrected  for  age  and  se:^  distritution  it 
is  17.1,  This  is  a higher  rate  than  that  for  the 
country  generally.  (England  A V/alos  B.R.  = 15.5), 

Still-Births , 

These  mniterod  4 in  all  and  the  rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  tirths  was  37.7.  (0.064  per  1,000 
of  the  population)  . ' 

Deaths  and  Death-rates. 

A total  of  99  deaths  were  registered  (42  nale  and  57 
female)  and  the  'crude'  death  rate  was  16.O7  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  The  'corrected'  death  rate  was 
13-4  as  compared  with  12.5  for  the  whole  country. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  diseases  of  the  cardio- 
vascular system  and  Cancer.  These  accounted  for  6l 
out  of  the  99  deaths. 

vath  the  exception  of  5 deaths  from  Tuterculosis  of 
the  Lungs  there  were  no  deaths  from  infectious 
diseases  dur inr  the  year. 

No  Puerperal  Deaths  were  registered  and  there  was 
no  death  of  any  child  under  the  age  of  one  year. 

Infant  Mo r ta 1 i t y . 

As  stated  atove  no  infant  death  took  place  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year.  The  saving  of  infant  lives 
during  the  last  40  or  50  3^ears  has  teen  a marked 
feature  in  this  country  and  is  a tritute  to  all 
those  whose  work  has  teen  directed  to  this  end. 

(The  I.M.Rate  for  England  cc  Wales  IJas  29.6)  . 

Puer'ic-ral  Deaths. 

No^ deaths  of  women  from  causes  due  to  pregnancy  or 
child-tirth  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population. 

The  tirths  exceeded  deaths  ty  three. 


Clinics . 


There  is  a Miner  .ILluent  Clinic  for  Schoolchildren 
at  Northj^atCj  DriC^^north,  and  also  a Welfare  Centre 
for  children  under  school  af_:c. 


The  Clinics  for  Venereal  Diseases  and  for  Tuterculosis 
are  at  Shrov;stury  and  there  are  also  Clinics  for  the 
forner  diseases  at  Wolverhaeipton  and  at  Kidderninster  . 


x*n  after-care  Clinic  for  Orthopaedic  cases  is  held .on 
alternate  Mondays  iron  11  a.r.i.  to  1 p.:i.  at  Brid^gnorth. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  iJelfare  Centre  is  held  on 
Mondays  fron  11  a.-i.  to  p.ai.  The  School  Clinic  is 
held  daily.  (Mondays  10  - 11  a.n.j  other  days 
9-10  a.-.i.)  . 


Hone  Ifelo  Service. 


During  the  year  there  was  a suggestion  that  this  Service, 
which  is  adnini stored  ty  the  County  Council,  should  he 
discontinued  5 as  it  had  not  teen  used  enough  to  justify 
the  ei'-xployuent  of  the  Hone  Helps.  The  Council  ashed, 
the  County  Health  Comittee  to  continue  the  Service 
and  this  has  te^n  done  and  it  is  hoped  that  nore  use 
nay  te  nade  of  it. 


Dt  the  present ■ tine , when  there  is  such  a great  shortai 
of  donestic  workers  throughout  the  country,  such  a 
service  as  this  should  le  of  great  value  to  nany 
fanilies  who  tlirough  sickness  or  other  reasons  are  in 
need  of  help  in  their  hones.  In  sono  cases  it  nay  te 
possitle  for  old  people  to  renain 
sone  assistance  can  te  given  with 
people  night  otherwise  have  to  te 
utibn. 


in  their  hones  if 
hous  e wor  k . Such 
aioved  to  an  Instit- 


National  .t.ssistance  Act,  1948. 


No  action  v/as  taken  in  any  case  during  the  year  under 
Section  47  of  this  ixct.  This  Section  gives  power  to 
the  Local  Authority  to  apply  for  an  Order  to  have 
persons  renoved  to  an  Institution  v;hen  they  are  unatle 
to  get  proper  care  and  attention  at  hone. 
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SECTION 


*n 

1)  c 


GBNEPN.L  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Staff, 

The  nanos  and  qualifications  of  Officers  are  given  at 
the  teginning  of  the  Neporto  There  is  a Medical  Officer 
of  Health  (part  tine) , a Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  uho  is 
also  Surveyor  5 and  an  Additional  Inspector  vjho  is  Assist- 
ant Surveyor.  Mr.  D.H.  Young  resigned  fron  the  latter 
Post  at  the  e nd  of  1950  and  Mr.  H.V.  V/ett  was  appointed 
in  his  place  in  Fetruary.^  1951 » 

At  the  end  of  the  year  Dr.  L.E.  Dickson,  who  had  teen 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  over  forty  years,  resigned 
owing  to  ill-health  and  he  died  in  August  1952 • After 
his  retirement  the  Council  presented  Dr.  Dickson  with 
the  Freedon  of  the  Borough  as  a token  of  their  apprec- 
iation of  his  long  and  valued  services  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Latoratorv  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  eixanina tions  of  water,  nilk,  ice  cream, 
etc.  are  carried  out  at  the  Putlic  Health  Laboratory , 
Royal  Salop  Infirmary,  Shrewstury.  Chemical  exam- 
inations of  water  samples  and  of  sewage  effluents  are 
carried  out  at  the  Latoratory  at  Chester.  Close  co- 
operation is  maintained  with  the  latoratories  and  much 
help  is  attained  from  them, 

Hursinf  . in  the  Home . 


Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  19^6,  these 
services  are  controlled  ty  the  Health  Department  of 
the  Salop  County  Council.  Particulars  of  them  will 
te  found  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Coimty  Medical 
Officer.  The  addresses  and  telephone  nuiiters  of  the 
Nurses  and  Mid-wives  in  Bridgnorth  are  as  follows  s- 

Address  Telephone  Nuieter 

1,  Innage  Gardens.  Bridgnorth  3225 

Horvale , Victoria  Road  . ” 3280 

51,  Sydney  Cottage  Drive.  ” 3372 

Amhulance  Services. 

The  Central  /mitulance  Depot  for  the  County  is  nov;  at 
Shrewsbury.  The  telephone  nuiater  is  Shrewstury  2626. 
imitulances  required  for  long  distances  may  te  attained 
from  the  Central  Depot.  In  addition  there  are  two 
amtulances  and  one  car  stationed  at  Bridgnorth  and 
these  are  availatle  for  short  journeys.  The  telephone 
nu'-iter  is  Bridgnorth  23O3 . 

Kos'^Atal  Accorxiodation. 

The  hospitals  availatle  for  residents  in  the  Borough 
have  teen  detailed  in  previous  reports  and  there  have 
teen  no  changes  during  the  year,  Innage  House  is  in 
part  an  Institution  for  the  aged  and  infirm  of  toth 
sexes  and  also  there  are  teds  for  female  patients  who 
do  not  require  specialised  hospital  treatment.  The 
question  of  closing  these  latter  teds  and  removing 
the  patients  to  Bhifnal  Hospital  has  teen  under  con- 
sideration ty  the  Hospital  Management  Gommiittee. 


SECTION  Co 


S;.NIT..RY  CIRCUi'ISTNNCES  OF  THE 


This  SGction  of  the  Report  deals  with  water  supplios , 
sovjora^G  end  seva^^e  disposal,  refuse  collection  and  dis- 
posal and  other  natters  concerned  vjith  envir oni'iental 
hygiene.  I an  indetted  to  the  Council's  Surveyor  and 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr « E.J.  Morgans,  for  nost  of  the 
facts  and  figures  contained  in  this  and  the  subsequent 
tv;o  sections  of  the  Rep  or  to 


VN.TSR  SUPPLIES 

The  town's  nein  su;,-ply  is  from  two  tore-holes  at 
Rindleford  idll  in  the  Parish  of  VJorfield  in  the  Bridgnorth 
Rural  District.  VJater  is  delivered  throu^,h  a 10"  d.ianeter 
rising  nain  to  two  service  reservoirs  of  a capacity  of 
450,000  gallons  situated  at  Hernitage  Hill,  north  east 
of  the  town  and  just  outside  the  Borough  Boundary . The 
present  pui'.iping  plant  at  Rindleford  is  capable  of  dolivor- 
552,000  gallons  per  24  hears.  Most  of  the  Borough 
is  supplied  by  gravity  froiii  th^  Reservoir  tut  there  is  a 
booster  station  at  Salop  Street  v;ith  a capacity  of  3 3^00 
gallons  per  hour.  V/at^-r  is  in  addition  supplied  to  sone 
districts  outside  the  Borough. 

Sufficiency  of  Supplies . 

During  the  year  the  supply  has  proved  adequate  and  it 
is  estinated  that  95/^^  of  the  houses  are  on  the  nain 
supply.  Sone  use  is  still  nade  of  the  forner  supply 
to  the  tovm  fron  the  Conduit.  About  60  houses  are 
still  supplied  fron  stand-pipes. 

Purity  of  Suuulies. 

Three  reports  were  received  on  the  bacteriological 
Gxanination  of  samples  fron  the  nain  supply  to  the 
tov/n.  These  w^re  all  satisfactory.  The  water  is 
chlorinated  at  the  puiuping  station  at  Rindleford. 

In  order  to  safeguard  the  consumers  it  would  be 
advisable  to  have  a monthly  bacteriological  report 
on  samples  fron  the  supply  and  also  that  a test  for 
residual  chlorine  should  be  nade  monthly . 

Chemical  Reports  were  received  on  samples  fron  the 
Rindleford  and  the  donduit  supplies  and  both  were 
satisfactory.  These  Reports  were  as  follov;s:- 

Certificate  o£  Analysis  dated 
.24th  July.  1951  o 

Sample  of  V/ater  Received  on  23*6.51  ° 

Marked  Main  water  supply  from  tap  at 

College  House,  Bridgnorth. 


In  parts  per  Million  of  VJater;- 

Total  Solid  natter  in  solution  880 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  6.0 

Nitrites  

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  260 

Oxygen  absorbed  fron  Permanganate 

in  4 hrs . at  80*^.  0.2 

Free  and  Saline  .Amronia  Nil 
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CortificatG  of  .analysis  (contd)  o « 


Altuiuiniod  Aiioonia  0.01 

Load.  Co;3per,  Zinc  Nil 

Microscopical  Exanination  of 

the  Sediment  Nil 

Temporary  Plardness  l85 

pH.  Value  7.3 

Permanent  Hardness  120 


Halogens  in  Chlorides 
Chlorides  26.0 

Iodides  0,004 

Fluorides  O.05 

Bromides  0,02 

This  sample  is  satisfactory.  This  is  a hard 
uater.  The  amount  of  Halogens  present  woald 
not  in  my  opinion  attack  metals , 


(Signed;  HAH  OLD  L OV/E 
Put lie  Analyst 


Certificate  of  Analysis 
dated  24th  July  19^1 


Sample  of  Water  Received  on  23,6.5lo 

Marked  No,  2.  Conduit  Supply  from  Tap  in 

Railv/ay  Street,  Bridgnorth, 


In  parts  per  million  of  Water 

Total  Solid  matter  in  solution 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 
Nitrites 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
Oxygen  at sorted  from  Permanganate 
in  4 hr So  at  80°F. 

Free  and  Saline  /iiamonia 
iLLtuminoid  Ammonia 
Lead  , Copper . Zinc , 

Microscopical  Examination  of  the 


600 

6,2 

75 

0.12 

Nil 

0.01 

Nil  (Zinc  6.) 


Sediment 

Temporary  Hardness 
Permanent  Hardness 
pHo  Value 


Nil 

230 


Halogens  in  Chlorides 
Chlorides  75 

Iodides  0,003 

Fluorides  O.05 

Bromides  0,02 

This  sample  is  satisfactory = The  Water  is  a 
Hard  one.  The  amount  of  Halogens  present 
would  not  in  my  opinion  attack  metals . 


(Signed)  H/AIOLD  LOV/E 
Put  lie  J^nalvst 


Gross  Houses , 


As  a result  of  an  unsatisfactory  sample  teing  taken 
from  the  stand-pipe  at  Cross  Houses,  the  water  coming 
froii  a well  at  the  Punch  Bowl,  the  3”  was  ex- 
tended ty  some  3^0  yards. of  spun  iron  3"  ^ 

numter  of  the  houses  in  this  area  are  now  using  the 
to\;n  supply , 
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SaidrrGl  Danli. 

In  orcler  to  improve  the  supply  position  in  Oldtury 
VjgIIs  a 3"  spun  iron  vjator  main  v/as  GiKtondGcl  from 
Pounc'.  Street  to  the  junction  of  Oldtury  VJgIIs  Hoad, 
a distance  of  133  yards. 


SEVJEit.GE  AND  SEVJAGB  DISPOSAL 


The  only  sGvjaee  disposal  uorks  at  present  for  the 
tovn  are  at  Stanley  Lane  and  wore  constructed  in  1901. 

In  the  year  1905  the  uorks  dealt  with  sewape  iron  124 
houses  in  Hi£;:h  Toun  tut  noy  the  nunter  of  houses  connected 
to  the  system  is  350  approximately.  Sewape  from  the  rest 
of  the  houses  passes  untreated  into  the  River  Severn  - a 
most  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs,  especially  as  towns 
lo\;er  clown  the  river  ottain  their  water  supply  from  it. 

There  are  two  out-falls  into  the  river,  one  on  the  ric’ht 
lajik  anc.  one  on  the  left  tank. 

The  disposal  works  existing  at  present  are  of  an 
old  fashioned  type  and  are  not  working  efficiently  and 
are  over-loaded.  The  Council  have  realised  for  some 
years  the  need  for  a modern  disposal  plant  for  the  town 
and  plans  have  teen  sutmitted  ty  the  Consulting  Engineers 
for  a complete  scheme  for  the  whole  town.  The  site  of 
the  proposed  new  plant  is  near  the  present  plant  and 
sewage  from  Low  Town  and  part  of  High  Town  v;ill  have  to 
te  pumped  to  it.  This  increases  the  cost  of  the  scheme 
tut  appears  to  te  the  only  way  in  v;hich  the  sewage  from 
the  v7hole  town  can  te  dealt  with.  Other  sites  vjere 
inspected  ty  the  Engineers  tut  were  not  considered  sultatle. 

In  July  1952,  an  Inspector  from  the  Ministry  held, 
an  enquiry  into  tho  scheme  and  the  Council  are  now  awaiting 
his  Report  and  it  is  hoped  that  permission  will  te  given 
to  proceed  with  tho  work.  The  atsence  of  a sewage  dis- 
posal scheme  is  likely  to  delay  the  Council’s  Housing 
?rOi_ra..ii;ie , as  further  pollution  of  the  River  Severn  should 
not  te  permitted.  For  this  reason  alone  the  urgency  of 
the  scheme  is  otvious , 


The  Surveyor  reports  the  follo^^ring  improvements  to 
have  teen  carried  out  during  the  year?- 

(a)  Love  Lane  Sev;er . 

1 new  6”  foul  sewer  has  teen  constructed  in  order 
to  facilitate  development  of  private  dv;ellinoS  along 
Love  Lane.  This  sevjer  was  laid  via  Stanley  Lane  to 
discharge  to  the  existing  sewage  works  thoie.  Its 
length  is  485  yards. 

(t)  LiUdlovj  x^oad.  Extension. 


Rn  extension  of  the  foul  sewer  at  Ludlow  Road  was 
carried  out  ty  the  laying  of  245  yards  of  a 6” 
sewer  in  order  to  facilitate  develop-.iunt  of  private 
dwellings . 
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(c)  Now  SQWC.,.:,e  Dis-:)Osal  Scheme. 

As  alroacly  reforrud  to  tho  aiiiondod  schono  and  revised 
ostinates  froi.i  tho  Consultinr:  Encinoors  \Jore  sutnitted 
to  tho  iiinistry  durin^^'  the  year  and  ner^^otiations 
regar-dinc  th^  acquisition  of  land  for  the  new  works 
were  ca.rricd  onto 

( d ) Qldlurv . 

jtl  suj?vey  of  the  drainage  fron  all  the  houses  in 
Oldtury  affected  hy  the  proposed  new  sevjeratjO  schex-ie 
was  carried  out  duaring  the  year  and  conditions  were 
found  to  le  nost  unsatisfactory.  The  inclusion  of 
Oldtury  in  the  new  schono  is  therefore  a necessity. 

(g)  Oas  h'orks  Drainar-e. 

A conplete  survey  was  made  of  the  works  tuildings 
and  house.  It  was  found  that  the  only  liquid  of  a 
deleterious  character  draining  into  tho  sevjer  was 
aJoout  900  gallons  of  a^wioniacal  fluid  per  2h  hours. 
Since  the  survey  was  nade  the  house  drains  have  teen 
re-laid  tut  the  fluid  uentioned  is  still  teing  dis- 
charged into  the  suwer . 

(f ) Droseley  Aoad . 

Further  work  was  carried  out  ty  tho  clearing  out  of 
roots  v/hich  had  grown  into  the  sewer  at  Droseley  Road. 

(g)  Now  Connections  to  Sewer. 

One  old  property  - No.  20 5 Underhill  Street,  was 
connected  to  the  nain  sewer  while  other  alterations 
and  iiiproveuents  wore  teing  cairied  out  to  the 
property . 


PREVENTION  OF  DiJhAGS  BY  RESTS  ..CT . 1949 

The  schene  which  was  comenced  in  1950 3 jointly  with 
the  Borough  of  VJenlock,  continued  to  operate  quite  satis- 
factorily during  the  year.  Periodic  treati.ient  of  the 
sewers  and  refuse  tip  was  carried  out. 


■REFUSE  COLLECTION 


and 


There  is  a V7sekly  collection  throughout  the  Borough 
disposal  is  ty  'tipping'; 


During  the  year  the  collection  of  Salvage  was  re- 
coixienced  and  a trailer  was  purchased  for  the  collection 
of  waste  paper. 
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The  total  nur.itor  of  Factories  in  the  to\;n  is  60 , 
of  v'hich  13  arc  without  power  anf  47  have  power  c A 
total  of  12  inspections  were  ..lade  and  four  defects  were 
found  and  notified  to  the  owners o 

In  certain  cases  the  Local  i'aithority  have  a duty 
to  issue  certificates  recardinc  arranoGuents  availatle 
for  escape  in  case  of  fire,  (This  applies  where  uore 
than  t\/onty  persons  are  er.iployed  or  where  nore  than  ten 
aro-workinc  atove  the  first  floor),  (Section  34),  If 
such  a certificate  is  not  ottainod  the  owner  is  liaMe 
to  a Penalty, 


SECTION ^ 


HOUSING 


Nuialer  of  inhabited  houses  1,942 

Itetor  of  houses  ovmed  by  the  Council  334 

Houses  completed  in  1951  - Council  52 

Private  10 

Total  62 

Total  nuiiber  of  applications  for  houses  212 

^.pplications  for  improvement  grants  Nil 

Mu-mber  of  houses  allotted  for  1952  50 

Private  licences  granted  in  1951  4 

Number  of  houses  und^r  construction 
as  at  31st  December,  1951= 

(a)  By  Council  27 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  7 


The  need  for  new  houses  remains  the  most  serious 
problem  in  all  districts  of  the  co'ontry.  In  the  larger 
towns  the  problem  is  no  doubt  larger  tut  in  smaller  towns 
ana  in  rural  districts  the  hardships  suffered  by  individual 
fai-iilies  with  no  house  of  their  own  or  with  unsuitable  or 
over-crowded  accommodation  is  just  as  tad  as  in  the  &Teat 
towns , 

As  well  as  the  actual  shortage  of  houses  there  is 
the  fact  tnat  many  of  the  older  houses  with  lovj  rents 
are  rapidly  deteriora tin^  owing  to  the  feet  that  the 
ov/ners  cannot  keep  then  in  proper  repair.  Rents  are 
controlled  and  there  is  security  of  tenure  tut  prices 
of  -lat^rials  and  costs  of  labour  have  more  then  doubled 
in  late  years.  In  some  cases  the  owners  have  tried  to 
sell  their  property  at  a low  price  rather  than  face  the 
cost  oi  rCjjairs,  It  has  been  suggested  that  a revision 
of  rents  is  now  due  but  very  great  care  would  have  to 
be  taken  if  this  v;ere  carried  out  and  any  increase  of 
r-^nc  would  have  to  be  conditional  on  the  property  being* 
put  into  a fit  condition, 

The  solution  of  this  latter  problem  is  not  easy 
to  fine,  ij.t  present  there  is  no  slur  cl.a^^raneo  emcept 
in  very  exceptional  cir cu^'is t^x.^cs  - e,g.  where  the  house 
IS  in  danger  of _ falling  dovm.  The  number  of  houses 
which  T./ill  require  to  bo  demolished  is  increasing  each 
year  and  will  continue  to  increase  unless  some  rjolicy 
of  re-conc,itioning  is  put  into  effect. 
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Uliuor  th'^  liousiriij  Act,  19^^9  5 ' iriprovGuent  ^'rants' 
wore  providGd  for 3 tut  this  ^ict  has  not  had  tliG  results 
GXpGctGd  as  fevj  owners  have  applied  for  such  'grants’. 
The  fev7  exceptions  have  teen  alnost  entirely  in  the  case 
of  ovTner  occupiers. 


The  Surveyor  reports  that  during  the  year  progress 
has  teen  nade  at  toth  the  V/oodterry  Close  Site  and  the 
Sydney  Cottage  Sstate,  It  is  hoped  that  the  latter  will 
te  couple ted  in  1952. 

A start  has  also  teen  nade  at  The  Grove  where  it  is 
planned  to  tuild  200  houses. 

Nine  cases  of  ovor-cro\7ding  were  relieved  during  the 
year  and  one  unfit  house  was  deuolished  and  the  tenants 
re-housed . 

Repairs  to  houses  were  confined  to  essential  repairs 
necessary  to  r.iake  the  houses  fit  for  hatitation. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Meat. 

All  neat  supplied  to  the  Borough  is  inspected  at  the 
Ministry  of  Food's  Central  Abattoir  at  VJolverhanpton. 

The  future  policy  of  the  Ministry  as  regards  slaughter- 
houses has  not  yet  teen  decided  upon,  tut  it  is  likely 
that  there  will  not  te  a return  to  the  old  systeii  of  a 
large  nunter  of  private  slaughter-houses  throughout  the 
country.  The  jiunter  of  these  was  so  great  that  adequate 
inspection  of  the  neat  was  not  possible. 

Milk . 


The  Inspector  reports  that  a nunter  of  sanples  of  uilk 
were  taken  during  the  year  and  sutnitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  All  of  these  proved  satisfactory. 

In  one  case  a sample  taken  ty  the  County  Inspector 
proved:  to  have  tubercle  bacilli  present  in  it.  The 
herd  concerned  v/as  examined  ty  the  Veterinary  Officers 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  one  cow  found  to  te 
infected  was  slaughtered. 

There  are  eleven  Milk  Dealers  in  the  Borough.  The 
Local  Authority  have  no\j  no  duty  of  inspection  of  farms 
and.  dairies  where  milk  is  produced.  This  is  now  the 
duty  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Dairies  where  milk  is  retailed  have  still  to  te  in- 
spected ty  the  Officials  of  the  Local  i-iuthority. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  are  32  sellers  of  ice  cream  in  the  Borough.  Of 
these  a total  of  3I  sell  pre-packed,  ice  crean  made  ty 
one  or  other  of  the  larger  manufacturers.  In  one  case 
the  'cold  mix'  process  is  used  - i.e.  an  ice  cream 
pov/der  is  bought  in  tins  and  water  only  is  added  to 
this  mixture  before  freezing. 
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Of  11  saaplGs  taken,  8 woro  in  Grade  I , 2 in  Grade  II 
and  1 in  Grade  III.,  The  standard  of  cleanliness  and 
safety  of  ice  cream  as  a food  has  no  d out t greatly 
improved  in  this  country  since  standards  uere  laid 
dovm  and  regular  sampling  carried  outo 

Food  Cond e mned . 


Durin;^  the  year  a consideratle  amount  of  tinned  and 
other  foods  uas  condemned  and  destroyed o It  is 
usual  for  shop  keepers  to  drau  the  Inspector's 
attention  to  any  food  th^y  may  suspect  is  uni'it  for 
hui-ian  consui-iption. 


Sheep  carcases 
Pig  carcases 
Offal 
Sausage 
Cooked  meats 
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1 

16  Its. 
19  Its. 
72  Its. 


Fish 
Cheese 
Dried  milk 
Biscuits 
Cake  flour 


3 stone 
2 lbs. 
I6l  Its. 

32  Its. 
100  pkts . 


Tinned  meat,  ham,  vegetatles,  milk, 

fruit,  etc.  44?  tins. 


SECTION F 

PREVx.LENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL 

OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  cases  of >Inf octious  Diseases  were 
notified  during  the  year;- 


Disease 


Casas  notified  Deaths 


Measles 

VJhooping  Gough 
Pneui-ionia 
Erysipelas 
Food  Poisoning 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


53 


2 

2 

1 


1 


It  will  te  seen  from  the  above  fi^^ures  that  the 
Borough  has  teen  free  from  any  outtreak  of  serious  in- 
fectious disease  during  the  year.  No  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria  or  ^^cute  Poliomyelitis  were  notified. 


The  immunisation  of  the  children  against  I^htheria 
has-  been  Continued  ty  the  County  Health  Officers  and 
Medical  Practitioners  in  the  town.  The  success  which 
has  followed  this  scheme  has  teen  very  striking  tut  it 
is  essential  that  all  young  children  should  te  iim.iunised 
at  the  age  of  one  year  if  freedom  from  epidemics  of 
Diphtheria  is  to  continue. 


Vaccination  of  children  against  Small  Pox  has 
declined  since  it  ceased  to  te  compulsory  and  only 
stout  3Q  - of  the  children  in  the  country  are  now 

protected.  Increased  facilities  for  travel  ty  air 
has  resulted  in  making  it  possible  for' persons  in- 
cubating this  disease  to  arrive  in  this  country  and 
spread  Small  Fox  tefcro  the  diagnosis  is  made. 


infancy"  is  still  tho  lest  tii-.ie  to  have  children  vaccinated » 
There  are  novj  no  1 utlic  Vaccinators  tut  all  private  doctors 
vjill  vaccinate  children  v.ihen  requested  to  do  sOo 

I'lany  of  tiie  infectious  diseases  which  used  to  account 
for  nuch  sickness  and  uortalit'a  have  now  alnost  disappeared  - 
e.g.  Typhoid- Fever  5 Snail  Fox,  Diphtheria  - tut  it  r.iust  not 
te  thought  they  cannot  again  to  introduced  and  tecone 
epideLiic  unless  a careful  supervision  is  maintained  and 
i.ioasures  tali.^n  to  prevent  their  spread  if  cases  do  occur. 

Food  Poisoninf;, 

Two  separate  cases  were  reported  in  all  and  in  neither 
case  was  it  possitle  to  identify  the  organism  res- 
ponsitle  or  the  food  involved = No  deaths  took  place. 


Tuterculosls . 


The  nui.iter  of  cases  on  the  Tuterculosls  Register  for 
the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows s- 

Fulmonarv  M on- F ulmona r y Total 

Males  Females  Males  Females 

23  15  1^  26  78 

The  deaths  registered  from  Tuterculosls  numtered  five, 
which  gives  a death-rate  of  0.812  per  IjOGO.  These 
deaths  were  from  the  Pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  and 
throe  were  of  males  and  tv/o  females,' 


Now  cases  numtered  nine  in  all  (4  male  and 
and  they  were  all  pulmonary  cases. 

New  Cases  and  Deaths  in  Are  Grouos 

5 female) 

Are  Group 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Resp  o 

Non.Reso,  Res 

Uc  Non-Re SD. 

M,  F, 

• 

s 

F 0 M , F . 

1-5  years 

1 

5-15  M 

1 

15-25  " 

1 

25-35  " 

1 1 

35-^5  " 

1 

1 

45-55  " 

2 

1 

55  end  over 

1 1 

1 

1 

Totals  % 

4 5 

3 

i 

! 

1 

The  control  of  Tuterculosls  is  now  chiefly  in  the  hands 
of  the  Hospital  Boards  throughout  the  country.  Since 
1948  the  Dispensaries  and  Sanatoria  have  passed  from 
the  County  Councils  to  the  Hospital  Boards,  Local 
authorities  can  still  help  in  the  prevention  of  the 
disease  ty  giving  preference  to  any  Tutercular  Families 
among  housing  applicants.  Each  person  who  is  a. 
sufferer  and  who  is  at  homo  should  have,  if  possitle, 
a tedroom  to  him/her- s elf  . This  might  seem  a simple 

matter  to  arran._:e  for,  tut  very  often  such  families 
are  unatle  to  pay  the  rent  required  for  a larger  house. 
If  a more  suitatle  house  would  mean  that  the  patient 
had  to  te  deprived  of  sufficient  and  suitatle  food 
then  little  tenefit  is  ottained  from  the  change. 


Cancer . 


A total  of  19  deaths  (8  nale  and  11  fenale)  from  Cancer 
took  place  during  the  year,  and  this  gives  a death  rate 
of  3 ‘OS  per  1,000  uhich  is  higher  than  the  rate  for  the 
country.  Although  Cancer  of  the  lungs  has  teen  in- 
creasing of  recent  years,  no  death  fron  this  took  place 
in  the  Borough  in  1951 • 

Research  into  the  causation  of  Cancer  has  so  far  failed 
to  discover  the  cause  or  causes  of  the  disease  in  the 
huean  subject.  Until  nore  is  knovm  nothing  nuch  can 
to  done  in  the  uay  of  prevention. 

At  present  the  greatest  hope  for  early  cases  in  ty 
operation  and  those  uith  si^j^ns  of  any  tuiiour  should 
seek  the  advice  of  their  doctor  at  once  so  that  treat- 
Lient  should  not  te  delayed. 


Causes  of  Death, 


The  folloving  were  the  causes  of  death  during  the 
year  under  reviev/.  It  v;ill  te  seen  that  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  -circulation  - including  vascular 
diseases  of  the  nervous  systera  - accomited  for  nearly 
half  the  total  deaths.  Most  of  these  conditions  and 
also  the  deaths  fro':.!  Cancer  aiaong  the  older  age- 

groups  of  the  population. 


Cause  of  Death 

Disease  of  Heart  and  Circulation 

Cancer 

Influenza 

Bronchitis 

All  other  Causes 


Niuiter  of  Deaths 


Totals 


42 

19 

7 

7 

24 

99 
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